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Vel quia nil rectum, nifi quod placuit fibis ducunt 
Vel quia turpe putant parere minoribus—— 


Hor. 





= | : Wednefday, March 25. 1713 ‘ 


HEN a Poem makes its firft Appear- 
ance in the World, I have always ob- 
ferved, that it gives Employment to a 

. greater number of Criticks, than any other 
kind of Writing. Whether it be that moft Men, 
at-fome time of their Lives, have try’d their Ta- 
lent that ‘way, ‘and thereby think they have a right 
to judge; or whether they imagine, that their ma- 
king: threwd Obfervations upon the Polite Arts, 
gives them a pretty figyre; or whether there may 


2 not be fome ponds, and Caution in. beftowing 


Applaufe upon thofe who write chiefly for Fame, 
Whatever the Reafons be, we find few difcouraged 
«8 the Delicacy and Danger of fuch an Under- 
t Ing. ; 


I think it certain, that moft Men. are naturally 
not only capable of being pleafed with that which 
raifes agreeable Pi€tures in the Fancy, but willing 
alfo' to own it. But then there are many, who, 
by falfe Applications of fome Rules ill underftood, 
or out of Deference to Men whofe Opinions 
they value, have formed to themfelves certain 
Schemes and Syftems of Satisfa@tion, and. will not 
be pleafed out of their own way. Thefe are not 
Criticks themfelves, but Readers of Criticks; who, 
without the Labour of perufing Authors, are able 
to give their Charaéters in general; and know juft 
as much of the feveral Species of Poetty, as thofe 
who read Books Of Geography do of the Genius 
ef this or that People or Nation. Thefe-Gentle- 
men deliver their Opinions fententioufly, ‘and in 
general Terms; to which it being impoffible readi- 
ly to frame compleat Anfwers, they‘have often the 
SatisfaGtion of leaving the Board in Triumph. As 
Young Perfons, and yoy Ladies, aré lia- 
ble to be led afide by thefe Tyrants in Wit, I 
fhall examine two or thret of the many Stratagems 
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- therefore to have the fame Regularity. 


2 ‘ 


they, ufe, and Pricin fach Precautions as may hin- 
der candid Readers from being deceived thereby. 

_ The firft I thall take Notice of is an Objeéion 
commonly offered, viz. That fach a Poem bath ins 


deed fome good Lines init, but itis not aregular Piece: | 
This fot the moft part is urged by thefe whofe 


. Knowledge is drawn from fome famous French 


Criticks, who. have written upon the Epic Poem; 
the Drama, and, the great kinds, of Poetry, which 
cannot fubfift without great Regularity but ought 
by no means to be required: in Odes, Epiftles, Pa- 


‘ megyricks, and the like, which naturally admit of 


greater Liberties. The Enthufiafm in Odes .and 
the Freedom of .Epifties is rarely difputed; ButI 
have often heard the Poems upon Publick Occafions 
written in Heroic Verfe, which I chufe to call Pa- 
negyricks, feverely cenfured upon this Account § 
the Reafcon whereof 1 cannot. guefs, unlefs it be, 


’ that becaufe they are written in the fame kind of 


Numbers and Spirit as an Epic Poem, they ought 
ow an 
Epic Poem, confifting chiefly in Narration, it is ne- 
ceflary that the Incidents fhould be related in the 
fame Order that they Sare fuppofed to ‘have 
been tranfa&ted. ‘But in Works of. the above-men- 
tioned kind, there is no more Reafon that fuch Or- 
der fhould be obferved, than that an Oration thould 
be as methodical as an Hiftory. I think it fuffici- 
ent that the great Hints, fuggefted from the Sub- 
je@, be fo difpofed, that the firft may naturally pre- 
paré the Reader for what follows, and fo on; and 
that their Places cannot be changed without Difad- 
vantage to-the whole. ‘I will add further, that 
fometimes gentle Deviations, fometimes bold and 
even abrupt Di ons, where the Dignity of the 
Subje@ feems to give the Impulfe, are Proofs of 4 
noble Genius ; as winding about, and ae 
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fally to the main Defign, are Marks of Addrefs and 
Dexterity. ; 


Another Artifice made ufe of by Pretenders to . 
Criticifm, is an-Infinuation, That-all-that is good © 


is dorromed from the Ancients, Thig.is very. com- 

mon ‘in the Mouths of Pedants, and perhaps in 

theit’ Hearts too; but: is often urged-by- Men of no 
reat Learning, for‘Reafons very obvious. Now 

Racers being fai the fame, it is impoffible for any 

Modern Writer to paint her otherwife than the An- 

cients have-done. If, for Example, I were to de- 
@ tribe the General’s Horfe at the Battel of Blewbeim, 

as my Fancy reprefented fuch a noble Beaft, and 
that Defcription fhould refemble what ‘Virgil hath 
drawn for the Horfe of his Hero, it. would be -al- 
moft as ill-natured to urge that I had ftolen my De- 

{cription from Virgil, as to reproach the Duke of 

Marlborough. fr tng only like eASneas, All that 

the moft exquifite — can perforin is, out of 

that great Variety of Circumftances, wherein na- 
tural Obje&ts may be confidered, to fele€& the moft 
beautiful ; and to place Images in fach Views and 

Lights, as will affe@ the Fancy after the moft de- 

lightful manner. But over and above a juft Paint- 

ing of Nature, a learned Reader will find*a new 

Beauty fuperadded in a happy Imitati@ of fome fa- 

mous Ancient, as it revives in his. Mind the Plea- 

fure -he took-in his firft reading fach. an Author. 

Such Copyings as thefe give that kind of double 

Delight which we perceive when we look upon the 

Childten of a beautiful Couple ; where the Eye is 

not more charm’d with the etry-of the Parts, 

than the Mind by obferving the Refembiance tranf- 
mitted from Parents to their Offspring, ‘and the. 
mingled Features of the Father and the Mother. 

The Phrafes of Holy Writ, and Allufionsto feveral 

ired- Writings, (though not pro- 
and Au- 
thority to the nobleft' Difcourfes of the Pulpit : In 
like manner an Imitation of the Air of Hfomer and 
Virgil raifes the Dignity of modern Poetry, and 
he it appear ftately and venerable. 

The ‘laft Obfervation I fhall make at prefent is 
upon the Difguft taken by thofe Criticks, who put 
on their Cloaths prettily, and diflike every thing 
that is not written with Eafe, I hereby therefore 
give the genteel part of the learned World to un- 
derftand, that every Thoyght which is agreeable, 
and expreft in Language fyitable to it, is written 
with Eafe. There are fomé Things which muft be 
written with § h, which neverthelefs are eafie. 
The Statue of the Gladiator, though reprefented in 
fuch a Pofture as ftrains every Mufcle, is as eafie 
as that of Venus ; becaufethe one exprefies Strength . 
and Fury as naturally as the other doth Beauty and. 
Softnefs. The Paffions are fometimes to be rouzed, 
as well as the Fancy to be entertained ; and the 
Soul to be exalted and enlarged, as well as foothed. 


This often requires a raifed and figurative Stile ; 
which Readers of low Apprehenfions, or foft and 
‘langqaid Difpofitions (haying heard of the Words 
Faftian and Bombaft) are apt to reje& as ftiff and 
affected Language. Bet Nature and Reafon. appoint 
different Garbs: for ‘differegt Things; and: fince I 
write this to the Men of Drefs, I will ask.them if 
a Soldier, who is to mount a Breach, fhould be a- 
dorned like a Beau, who is fpruced up for a Ball ? 


This Paper is to be bad of Mr. Yemes under the 
Thatch’d-houfe’ Tavern in St, James’s-ftreet — 
Bond az Charing-crofs; Ars. Bolter near the Tem- 
ple-gate; awd Afr. Round é# Exchange-Ally. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For the Benefit of Signora Lodi and Mr. Corbett. - 
At Mr. Hickford’s great Dancing Room over a- 


gainft the Tennis Courc in James-ftrcet near the May-market, this - 


prefent Wednelday being the 2sth Inftanc, will be a Confort uf Vo- 

eal and Enftrumental Mufick. Performing the choic. Songs out of 

Hydafpes, Antiochut, and, ocher of the be{iOpera’s. A Cantato with 

the Arch-Lute, and.a.n-w Concerto on the Mandolin, being an Iofirn- 

ment admired in Rome, but meyer Publick here. A Solo on the 

Eccho Flute by.Mr. Peafible, accompanied by Mr. Bibel, Jus. on the 

Harpficurd. With feveral new Concerto’s for the Hau:boy, Flute, 

German Flute; a? and other Luftruments, Compes’d by Mr, 

Corbett, ane perform’d by him, and the bef Mafterg in the Opera. 

TheVocal by Sigdore Lodi snd others, ‘Tickets may be hed atx, . 
Bomn’s Chocolace-houfe, Mrs. Rochtord’s |Chocolate-houfe ; the Brix. 
tiths St. James’s, Pall-Malj, and the Smhyrna-Ccff:-houfes ; the Tems 
ple. Tavern in Fieetiifect, and at the Door: at 5 8. each: 


P This Day is Publith’d, 

Cinna’s Confpiracy, a Tragedy, as it. is .afted. 
at the Queen's Theatre in, Drury-laré, price tss 6d. The Odets. 
Epodey and Carmen Seculare «.f Hyrees,in Latin-and — with 
a Traoilation of Dr. Bently’s Notes ; to. which. are aided: Nites upoa: 
eich Bary. Sar MODie¥ Bpasehy'oes cd. Tae walling Penes ore 
e:ch Part. Mr. e 2 e i 3 OTs; 
the Devil in che Wine Cellar, a it is efted at Sc. Paul's School, and 
at che Rae's Theatre, ‘pr. 6d. AJb Printed fer Bernard: Lintoté; 
between the two Temple Gates im Pleerftreet. 


Whereas® the: Colle@ion of Pi@ures, late Mr. 
Pellet-ir’s, d-figned for:Sale on Tour féay..a%s. being che 19:b-Inftant 5 ; 
bur by Reafon me Mufick for Te Deu. "ci-g rehearfed ac Whitehall ag; : 
the fam: time, and fome Perfons or Qu:'ity deGiriag an Adjournment 
of the faid Sale for chat Reafin; N.B. The faid CoNeéion wi!l be 
expufed to View-chis Day. till ce time of Sie, at Eleven.in che Fére- 


noon, at his lace Dwelling: hiufe, nexe,cha .Wheat-theaf.ia i 
fireet, Covent: G2rden. 


Books lately Printed for Jacob Tonfon, at. Shake: 
fpear’s Head againft Catherine Street im che Strand. Opera .8 
Fragmenta veterum Poetarum Latinorum Profanorum ‘&_ Ecclefie.. 
afticorum. Duobus Voluminibus comprehnfa. Creation A Phi 
lofophical Poem, Demonfirating the Exifterce and Providence of @ 
God, In feven Books. By Sir Richard Blickmor:, Kc. M. De:and> 
Fellow ef the Royal Colledge of Phyficians inLondon, The:fecond , 
Edition, Poems upon feveral Occefi ns; by the Right Honourable - 
George Granville, Lord Lenfdowe, The Works of Mr. Thomas'- 
Orway, intwoVelumes. Confifiog of his Plays, Pvem:, andLaves - 
Letters. A Poem to his Excellency the Lord Privy Seal, on the 
Profpe& ef Peace, by Mr. Tickell The Fourth Edition. Rural 
Sposte, A Poem, Infcrihed to Mr..Pope.. By Mr. Gay.. An Ode 
to theCreator of the World, Occafion’d by the Fragmencs of Orpheus, 
The fecond Edicioo,  Chriftus Patiens, Catmen Heroicum, The » 
Carelefs Husband, A Comedy, written by Mr. Cibber. Price 6 de 
Tatler: in 4 Volumes, 8¥> and. tama, in 4. Volumesy- 
8v0 snd r2mo. ON, B. The cree left Volumes of the, SpeCator,- 
will be Publithed in a few Days, 


—_* ’ 
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LONDON: Printed for $f: Tonfon in thé Strand-; and Sold: by 
A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane 3 where Advertifements ase taken in. 1713. 
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